19.3.2020
Dear Parent/carers
It is with deepest regret that I am having to inform you that following the announcement made by the
Government yesterday, Wednesday 18th March 2020, Rawmarsh Ashwood Primary will be closed from Friday
20 March 2020 for the foreseeable future in response to COVID-19.
th

The Government announced that schools, colleges and early years settings, nationwide, will be closed to the
vast majority of students as part of the country’s ongoing response to COVID-19. It is our intention to remain
open, in line with Government recommendations, with a skeleton staff providing support for the children of
key workers. This is inclusive of:
•
•
•

Children of NHS staff, police and emergency services, teachers
Children who are open to Social Care
Children with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP)

Thank you to those of you that have completed the online ‘Parental Front Line staff’ form. We will be using
the information provided to identify the children whose parents are key workers. We will notify you via letter
if we think that you fall into one of these categories. If you have not completed the form already and work
for NHS staff, police etc. please can you go to the school website where you will find a link to the form or
contact school. However, if you have an adult who can be available in the household to provide appropriate
childcare please consider other families in greater need who may have both parents working in key front line
roles.
It is very important to reiterate that children who do not fall into these groups should remain at home until
further notice.
As I have previously outlined it is our civil duty to continue to provide an education to all of our students. Each
and every student at Rawmarsh Ashwood is entitled to continue to receive education whilst they have been
asked to remain at home. We have prepared a bank of work for your child to complete whilst absent from
school to ensure that student education can still continue.
Children will receive a pack of activities and work including writing and maths tasks and research projects and
activities. There will be continued access to our online website resources and class pages and these will be
updated regularly by teaching staff.
We ask parents to support the school by encouraging children to complete the work set for them online as
detailed above. Their teachers will update these work platforms regularly and communicate feedback with
your child directly, either through google platforms or via the e-mail address you provided to school. Your
child’s teacher will contact you via MyEd with their work email address so they can keep in touch about your
child’s work. Teachers have had guidance on the various methods of setting work remotely, and in most cases
this relies on the teachers and students using online resources in some way. Given that the majority of
students, or families, have some access to internet enabled phones, we believe this to be the best method of
communication.

This is not obligatory, but if your child currently has free school meals and you wish your child to continue to
access a free school meal, you will need to email the school office@ashwoodprimary.org, so that suitable
arrangements can be made for you to collect a packed lunch.
We hope you understand that the welfare of both our students and staff has to be our first priority and by
taking early action, we will be able to return to ‘normal service’ as soon as possible.
Yours sincerely

Mrs Helen Marshall

You can find more information about COVID-19 on

•

•
NHS guidance
•
NHS Frequently Asked Questions
•
Advice for people travelling
Guidance for non-clinical settings (education, employers and businesses, social, community care and
residential settings)
The Department for Education has also launched a new helpline to answer questions about COVID-19 related
to education. Staff, parents and young people can contact the helpline as follows: Phone: 0800 046 8687
Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk

